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MAT T H. VI. 12. 
Therefore All things whatſoever ye 


ld that Men ſhould do to Tou, do 
even /o to them: For this is the 


am and the Prophets. 
| | upon the Mount; in which he 
lays down withall poſſible Clear- 

ſs, as well as Brevity, the ſeveral Du- 
es we owe to God, our Neighbour, and 
r Selves; Explaining what had been 
liſinterpreted, Supplying what was not 
xpreſly Requir'd in the Moral Precepts 
the 7ewiſh Law, and Reſtoring what 
ad been Corrupted by the falſe Gloſſes, 
d unwarrantable Traditions of thoſe 
at pretended to expound it. And as 
at admirable Diſcourſe is a perfect 
yſtem of Chriſtian Morality ; ſo is this 
art of it a complete Summary of all the 
tices of Juſtice and Charity which are 


Heſe Words are the latter part 
of our Bleſſed Saviour's Sermon 
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4 Chriſtian Equity. 
deliver'd throughout the Whole, and 
which are fully comprehended, and ef. 
fectually enforc'd by this noble Cor-W** 
rollaty that is drawn fiom it towards the 
Concluſion; Therefore All things whatſo. 
ever ye would that Men ſhould do to 101, 
Ao je even ſoto them: that is, What ſo⸗ 
ever ye could lawfully and reaſonably 
expect that others ſhould do for your 
fake, if ye were in their Condition, and 
they in yours; ſo much, and no leſs, ought 
ye to do for their ſake. For this ( ſay 
aur Saviour) is the Law and the Prophets: 
that is, This is the Scope and Subſtance 
not only of my Doctrine, but of tha 
which was at firſt deliver'd by Aoſe. 
and afterwards frequently inculcated bj 
other inſpir'd Writers of the Holy Scri 
Pture. ; 
In order to the further Illuſtration 0 
theſe Words, 1 ſhall conſider, | 
I. The Nature and Extent of the Du 
ty which is here enjoyn d. 
II. The Meaſures of it. 
III. The Confirmation of it by th 
concurrent Authority of the Law and tl 
Prophets. After which, I ſhall endeavou 
O new, 


IV. The general Influence it oug 
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Chriſtian Equity. 5 
to have in the Management of our Life 
and Converſation. 
I. Firſt then, as to the Nature of the 
Duty which is here enjoyn'd: This Pre- 
Fept eis certainly the nobleſt, and moſt. 
0 xalted Improvement of Moral Equity 
ad Beneficence that can be framed : it 
equires the ſtricteſt Juſtice, but withal, 
he tendereſt Mercy; it raiſes Both to 
he higheſt Pitch, and' enlarges them to 
he greateſt Latitude imaginable ; by 
aking every Man the Object of our 
Duty, every good Action towards Men 
Part of it, and our own Wiſhes the 
Standard of it; and by obliging us not 
dnly to ſympathize with all that par- 
ake of our Nature, but to embrace all 
Opportunities of aſſiſting them, as their 
ondition ſhall require, and ours will 
dmit; and this with the ſame Readineſs 
nd Alacrity that we would ſerve our 
elves, or wiſh to be ſerv'd by others 
Ipon the like Occaſion, This is the 
rue Chriſtian Generoſity, which teaches 
s, after the Example of our great Ma- 
ter, not only to relieve the Neceſſities 
four Neighbour, but to conſult his 
lodeſty by conſulting our own Inclina- 
ton, and doing for his ſake all that 
| A 3 - 007 


leſs ſenſible of them than our ſelves. 


among, and the Eſteem of one of theit 


ling ſhould be done to yaur ſelf. Thi 


6 Chriſtian Equity. 
our ſelves could deſire in his Caſe N 
which may be more than he would be 
willing to Ask: nay fnrther, to prevent 
not only his Requeſts, but even his 
Wiſhes; and to imitate, to the utmoſt 
of our Human Capacity, the Divine 
Bounty, by giving bim more than h 
thought he wanted, more than he knew 
how to ask or wiſh for; as it may often 
fall out, in ſupplying both the Spiritud 
and Temporal Neceſſities of ſuch as ar 


We are told by Heathen as well a 
Chriftian Writers, that this excellent 
Aphoriſm of our Saviour's was ſo con 
ſtantly in the Mouths of the Primitive 
Chriſtians, that it procur'd them bot 
the good Will of the Romans they liv 


Wiſeſt Emperors, Alexander Severus 
who is ſaid to have had a great Vene 
ration for their Doctrine upon this Ac 
count, and to have borrow'd from then 
that celebrated Maxim of his; 2ued ti 
fiers non vis, alteri ne feceris ; Do no 
that to another, which you are not wil 


he was obſerv'd to aſe frequently in hi 
Diſcourſe, to practiſe in his Life, and tt 
| | re. 


Chriſtim Eguity. 7 
ecommend to bis Subjects, by cauling. 
t to be inſcrib'd over his Palace-Gates, 
ind in all Publick Places of his Capital 
ity. And it would have been very well 
or the Chriſt ian Church, if the Practice 
f it had extended to his Succeſldts, ſo 
er, at leaſt, as to have reſtrain'd that 
der ſecuting Spirit, which was ſd hoto- 
ious in ſeveral of them. It was indeed 
Wn excellent Rule for Magiſtrates as 
ar rell as Subjects: it tended to the Settle- 
gent and Security of Prerogative on 
he one Hand, and of Property on ti 
ther : it anſwer' d, in a great Meaſure, 
on wo of the main Ends of Government, 
iz. the Diſtribution of Juſtice, and the 
otfWreſervation of the PublickTranquillity : 
ud the Obfervation of it among Perfons 
hei all Ranks and Conditions, might be 
rw rery effectual in Civil Life for the Pre- 
ene rention of any the leaſt Injuries or Un- 
AFkindneſs. In a word, it ſeems to have 
henfffrequir'd almoſt as much as the general 
Corruption of human Nature could well 
dear, or the Light of it could well diſ- 


wil&cover. But after all; how much ſoever 


Thiſit may have been admir'd by the An- 
in hitient, of extoll'd by our Modern Hea- 
nd tFithens (Who pretend that this one Rule 
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8 Chriſtian Egnity. 
is a perfect Abſtract of Morality, and 
may fairly ſuperſede all others for the 
Guidance of our Actions) it is evident. 
ly ſhort of that which is deliver'd by 
our Saviour in the Text: inaſmuch a 
the One extends no further than to a 
general Prohibition of doing Ill; where: 
as the Other is an unlimited Command} 
to do all the Good we can. The Ne. 
gative Precept bids us not take what 
we fhou!d not be willing to loſe: The 
Affirmative obliges us to give all we 
ſhould be willing to take. The Heathen 
Prince, like a prudeat Governour, for- 
bids his Subjects to do, any thing that 
may contribute to the Diſquiet or De 
triment of their. Fellow-Citizens : The 
Prince of Peace, like a tender Parent, 
obliges his Diſciples not only to ſup- 
ply the Wants, but to- promote the 
Welfare of their Brethren, in the ſame 
Meaſure and Degree as they. would en- 
deavour, or fhould deſire their own, 
And herein appears the Excellency ot 
the Divine Laws, beyond thoſe of Hu- 
man Inftitution ; that whereas the lat- 
ter provide only for the Security, or at 
moſt, the Convenience of the Common: 
wealth ( which cannot always e 
| 2. tain" 
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Chriſtian Equity. 9 
tain'd without ſome Prejudice to par- 
ticular Perſons } the former conſult the 
Happineſs of every individual, in Con- 
junction with that of the Community; 
In our Municipal Laws, the Sanction 1s 
Fear of Puniſhment ; and therefore they 
are generally conceiv'd in Negative: 
Terms; which cannot by any direct 
Conſtruction, infer the contrary Affir- 
mative. They compel Men to be in- 
wel 2ocent, but don't oblige them to be 
zen Virtuous : they] require nothing more, 
or- than that we ſhould not injure our 


hal Neighbour in his Perſon, his Reputati- 

Delon or Poſſeſſions; but do not bind us to 
Tha aſliſt him when he ſuffers in any of theſe. 
ent! So that in their Eye one may be a good 
ſup⸗ Subject, without being a very Good Man: 
the Whereas thoſe of Divine Diſpenſation, 
amel (which are eſtabliſh'd upon Promiſes, . 
en- Das well as Penalties of the - higheſt 
n. Nature,) and particularly in this Royal 
y of Law of our Saviour's, Poſittve Juſtice is 
Hu- expreſiy requir'd, and Negative is of 
lat. conſequence imply'd: Chriſtian Equity, 

r av Þich is the higheſt Perfection of Ju- 

non. Iſtice, is abſolntely commanded; and 
at. Charity, which is the Bond of Perfect 


neſs, 1s ſtrictly enjoyn'd : our Duty IS: 
| - Rs in 
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10 Chriſtian Equity. 
intended to be complete, as the Re- t 
wards are glorious; and the Command 
is equally tranſgreſſed, if we do, or per- 
mit any thing to be done to our Neigh- 
bour, which we would not ſuffer; and 
if we do not every thing for him, which 
we could wiſh for our ſelves. 

And therefore, as I dare appeal to 
the Experience of the moſt refin'd Poli- 
ticians, whether all their Obſervations | 
can furniſh any one Maxim, which does | 
ſoUniverfally anſwer all the Ends of So- 
ciety and Goverment: ſo I cannot butt! 
tax the Imprudence, as well as the Im- 
piety of thoſe Men of Reaſon (as they £ 
affect to be call'd ) who by laying aſide 7 
the Authority of reveal'd Religion, to 
make way for new Schemes of their own, 
would cance} the moſt forcible Obligz- 
tions upon the Conſciences of Men from 
the Commands of God, to thoſe mutual 


FT7 © <V tt, - hy 9 ma, 


AQs of Equity and Beneficence, to which © 
no human Power can ſufficiently engagÞ! 
them. | | Pe 
Thus much in general concerning thaw Ct 
Nature of this great Duty, whoſe Exec 
cellence will appear yet further, if far 
conſider in the next Place, the 


The Extent of ir, both in reſpect 
of ch 


EÞriftian Equity. In 
. | die Object towards whom, and of the 
4 Actions wherein it is concern d. 
'. t. The Object is very large: Aen, 
- fays our Saviour; not this or that Man, 
das Intereſt would ſuggeſt, or Partiality 
h incline us; not only our Friend, our 

Kinſman, of our Countrey-man, but all 
to Mankind. The Jewiſh Biſtinckion of 
i- Brother or Neighbour (by which they 
ns would limit their Affections to thoſe: 
es only that were of their own Faith and 
0-14 Nation ) is as obſolete as the reſt of 
ut] their Traditions. Our Saviour has long 
m-· ago ſet that aſide in his Parable of the 
ey good Samaritan, he has broken down: 
ide the Wall of Partition; and requires that 
to our Affections ſnould have no other 
vn Bounds but thoſe of his Empire, who 
ga- Lord of all. There is neither Crteł non 
on Jew, Circumciſion nor Uncircumci ſion, 
tua Bar harian, Scythian, Bond, nor Free, but 
nich criſt is all, and in all. He takes away all 
Diſtinctions of Kindred; Condition or 
Perſwaſion, and exhorts us as we are all 
Children of the ſame Father, and Sub- 
eds of the ſame Lord, to be of the 
lame Mind, having the ſame Love, and 
the. ſame Care of one another. 


I 


12 Chriſtian Eguity. 

It is indeed highly equitable, that our 
Duty ſnould in this reſpect be as uni 
ver ſal as our Nature: And the Equity 
of the one is naturally inferr'd from the 
Equality of the other. God has made of 
one Blood all Nations of Men, ſays St. 
Peter, Act. XVII. 25. We are all com- 
Pos sd of the ſame Materials ; we have 
the ſame Senſes and Faculties, and con- 
ſequently are ſubject to the ſame Paſ- | 
ſions and Deſires. It muſt therefore be ö 
as Reaſonable, I may ſay, as Natural, and 
methinks it ſhould be as Delig btful for Þ 
every Man to gratifie thoſe Delires in an- 
other, as in himſelf. Again, we are all | 


RR 


equal in the outward Neceſſities, as well 
as the inward Diſpoſitions of our. Na- 
ture: All are deſtin'd' to the ſame Mor- 
tality, incompaſs'd with the ſame In- 
firmities, ,and' expos'd to the ſame 
Wants: We are all obnoxious, and 
may be deneficial, to one another. And Þ 
as in our natural Body, all the Members, | 
how diſtant ſoever in their Poſition, or N 
different in their Functions, contribute] 
to the mutual Service and Succour of | 
each other, as well as of the whole, (0 Þ 
that the. Eye cannot ſay to the Hand, | . 
have no nesd of you ;, nor * the Hand | 
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Chriſtian Eguity. 13 
to the Feet, I have no need of ye:) ſo in 
that large aggregate Body of Mankind, 
every Individual is equally liable to the 
eNeceſſities, and ſhould therefore be e- 
f Þ qually diſpos'd to the Aſſiſtance of the 
t. reſt. Abs quivis homine, ubi opus et, 
- © Beneficium accipere gaudeas: Every Man 
e is willing enough, upon an Exigence, 
to receive a good Office from any. In- 
{| tereſt will not lye, or diſtinguiſh in a 

Caſe of Neceſſity, whatever Pride or 

Partiality may do at another time. E- 
or qual or Inferiour, Friend or Enemy, 

N Kinſman or Stranger, Countrey-man or 
Foreigner, Chriſtian or Infidel, it mat- 
ters: not any Man at a dead Lift; the 
firſt that comes in our way, is ſuffi- 
ciently qualify'd to aſſiſt us; provided 
he be but able, we expect, as he is a 
Man, he ſhould be willing. The uſual 
Argument, indeed one of the beſt that 


his own one day, as it is ours now: 
and ſure it is not alter'd whenever it 
x ceaſes to be ours: certainly every Man 
(under what Denomination ſoever ) is 
2 equally qualify'd to receive our Afſ- 
| filtance, as to give his; and we are 
7 £9ually, oblig'd to anſwer thoſe Expe- 
* TY Ctations 


can be us'd, is, that the Caſe may be 
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may be beneficial. to one another. And, 


12 Chriſtian Equity. 

It is indeed highly equitable, that our 
Duty ſhould in this reſpe& be as uni 
verſal as our Nature : And the Equity 
of the one is naturally inferr'd from the 
Equality of the other. God has made of 
ane Blood all Nations of Men, ſays St. 
Peter, Act. XVII. 25. We are all com- 
pos'd of the ſame Materials; we have 
the ſame Senſes and Faculties, and con- 
ſequently are ſubje& to the ſame Paſ- 
ſions and Deſires. It muſt therefore be 
as Reaſonable, I may ſay, asNatural, and 
methinks it ſhould be as Delightful for 
every Man to gratifie thoſe Deſires in an- 
other, as in himſelf, © Again, we are all 
equal in the outward Neceſſities, as well 
as.the inward Diſpoſitions of our. Na- 
ture: All are deſtin'd' to the ſame Mor- 
tality, incompaſs'd with the ſame In- 
firmities, and expos'd to the ſame 
Wants: We are all obnoxious, and 


as in our natural Body, all the Members, 
how diſtant ſoever in their Poſition, or 
different in their Functions, contribute, 
to the mutual Service and Succour of 
each other, as well as of the whole, ( ſo 
that he. Eye cannot ſay to the Hand, I 
have no negd of yo; nor again the Hand 
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Chriſtian Equity. 13 
to the Feet, I have no need of ye:) ſo in 
that large aggregate Body of Mankind, 
every Individual is equally liable to the 
Neceſſities, and ſnould therefore be e- 
qually diſpos'd to the Aſſiſtance of the 
reſt. Abs quivis. homine, ubi opus et, 
Beneficium accipere gaudeas: Every Man 
is willing enough, upon an Exigence; 
to. receive-a good Office from any. In- 
tereſt will not lye, or diſtinguiſh in a 
Caſe of Neceſſity, whatever Pride or 
Partiality may do at another time. E- 
qual or Inferiour, Friend or Enemy, 
Kinſman or Stranger, Countrey- man or 
Foreigner, Chriſtian or Infidel, it mat- 
ters: not any Man at a dead Lift; the 
firſt chat comes in our way, is ſuffi- 
ciently qualify'd to aſſiſt us; provided 
he be but able, we expect, as he is a 
Man, he ſhould be willing. The uſual 
Argument, indeed one of the beſt that 
can be us'd, is, that the Caſe may be 
his own one day, as it is ours now: 
and ſure it is not alter'd whenever it 
ceaſes to be ours: certainly every Man 


(under what Denomination ſoever) is 


equally qualify'd to receive our Aſ- 
ſiſtance, as to give bis; and we are 
equally, oblig' d to anſwer thoſe Expe- 

N ctations 
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14 Chriſtian Fguity. 

cations in him, which in the like Caſe 
we thought but reaſonable in our ſelves. 
Thus much ee would teqvire of 
us, as we are Men; but as we ate Chri- 
ſtians, Charity requires much more: 
For we are commanded in the Text to 
do to all Men as we would be done 
by, in all Caſes whatſoever, as well as 
is thoſe of Neceſſity : and the Duty 
(as I undertook to ſhew in the 


Second Place) is as Univerſal with 


reſpe& to our Actions, as to the Object 
of them. Al! things, "fays the Bleſſed 
Feſms ; that is, — Action, in every 
Circumſtance or Condition of Life, 
whereby any Man may be the better 
for us : 1 only Acts of Juſtice, but 
of Charity; not only in matters of civil 
Concernment (wherein the temporal 


Intereſt of our Neighbour may be ad- 


vanc'd; ) but alſo (and that chiefly ) in 
matters of Religion, wherein his Spi- 
ritual and Eternal Welfare may be pto- 
moted. The Rule extends further; not 
only to our Actions, but to "our 
Thoughts; nay further yet, even to our 
Wiſhes. Thought is the Action of the 
Mind, and our Wiſhes are the moſt 
active and intenſe Motions of our 

Thought. 
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Chriſtian Equity. 15 
Thought. Without theſe, the very beſt 
of our Performances are defective and 
unacceptable, as well in the ſight of Man 
(who can ſometimes diſcover our in- 
ward Diſpoſition by outward Appear- 
ances,) as in the Sight of God, who can 
always diſcern both. | 

And if this Duty extends to our 
Thoughts, then certainly to our Words 
as well as Actions: Out ef the abundance 
of the Heart, the Mouth ſpeaketh. It 
will be as natural for us to ſpeak kind- 
ly both of, and to thoſe we think well 
of, as to act kindly towards thoſe we 
wiſh well to. And all this is ſo much 
the more equitable, becauſe we find it 
as natural for our ſelves to deſire the 
good Opinion, and the good Will of 
thoſe we have to deal with, as their 
good Word, or any good Turn they 
can do us. Man expects, and God re- 
quires all theſe, as Occaſion ſhall offer: 
his Laws are Spiritual, they take Cog- 
nizance of our inward Affections, as well 
as Overt- Acts; they are deſign'd to 
govern all onr Faculties, to exert 
them as far as our Nature will bear, in 
all Parts of our Duty ; that the Man of 
God may be Perfect, thoroughly furniſh'd 
amo every good Work. Bur 


16 Chriſtian Equity. 

But that we may the better under- 
ſtand the juſt Extent of this important 
Duty, with regard to its Limits, as well 
as its Degrees; I proceed to- conſider, 
Secondly, 

U. The Meaſures of it; which are 


very plainly ſet before us in the Words 


of the Text; Mhatſoever ye would that 


Men ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo to 
them. 


Our Bleſſed Saviour, (who knew what 
was. in Man, and how naturally everv 
one of us deſires and ſeeks what he 
thinks beſt for himſelf ) is here pleas'd 
to. make that very Deſire the Standard 
of our Actions towards one another ; 
and to require that the ſame things 
which this innate inherent Principle of 
Self-Love would prompt us to do or 
wiſh for our ſelves, ſhould, on the like 
Occaſion, be done by us for any other 
Perſon, with the ſame Sincerity and 
Concern, wkerewith we may reaſonably 
ſcppoſe we ſhould have acted in our 
own Caſe, 1 8755 

Thus the great Lawgiver of the World 
appeals with wondrous Condeſcenſion 
to our own Hearts, for the Reaſonable- 
neſs of his Commands. He W 


Chrriſtian Equity, ty. 
the Father has committed all Judgment, 
allows us to erect a Court of Equity in 
our own- Breaſts; to be Witneſles, nay 
Judges in our own. Cayſe. Our Will is 
to Report, and our Underſtanding to 
Deter mine; and therefore it nearly con- 
cerns us, that the Evidence of the One, 
and the Judgment of the Other, may be 
uncortupt and impartial; that neither 
our Will ſhould be bribed by our Ap- 
petites, nor our Underſtanding preju- 
dic'd by our Will, but that Both ſhould 
be concluded by the Will of God. 
We muſt not act as Parties, but as Judg- 
es ; who, tho* they are bound to hear 
the Evidence, yet are they oblig'd to 
determine by the Law; and where the 
former is any way queſtionable, there it 

muſt be ſet aſide. GR 
Do Whatſoever ye Would, ſays our Sa- 
viour; that is, not whatſoever ye would 
Extravagantly and Unreaſonably deſire, 
but what ye could fairly and lawfully 
wiſh, according to the Dictates of a 
Rational Will, truly ſenſible of your 
real Intereſt : For ſuch a Will only is 
qualify'd to give Evidence in our own, 
or our Neighbour's Caſe. Quicquid ve- 
lis, rectè velis: Our Will muſt be regu- 
lar, 


18 Cbriſtian Equity. _ 
lar, otherwiſe no juſt Meafores can be 
taken from it: we ſhall neither know 
what, nor how much we ate to deſire 
for our ſelves, nor conſequently how 
far the Deſires of Others are to be com- 
ply'd with. It muſt be ſabordinate to 
our judgment, not warp'd and biafs'd 
by our Affections, which are but 5% 
Leaders of the Blind; and if we will take 
them for our Guides, we are told what 
is like to befal us, Marth. 15. 14. He 
that will reſolve at any rate to follow 
the Snggeſtions of his Will, to let that 
Will be under the Government of his 
Appetites, and then to-ſet it up for the 
Rule of his Actions: He that thinks he 
may do az he would be done by, tho? he 
both Does and Deſires what is Arnifs; 
ſuch a one is miſerably deceiv'd, and 
ted away with the Error of the Withed; 
he wreſts the Scriptures to his own De- 
ftruttion : and what the Apoſtle has 
made to be the higheſt Aggtavation 
of Iniquity, is become with this Man 
the Standard of Equity; that even to- 
ing the Fud ments of God, that they which 
commit ſuch 1 are worthy of Death; 
he will not only do the ſame, but, for that 
very Reaſon, have Pleaſure (or as it 
is 
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is rendred in the Margin, Conſent ) with 
them that do them, Rom. I. 32. 

Theſe would be the Fatal Conſequen- 
ces of a lawleſs, arbitrary, unlimited 
Will; which, as it knows no Rule, ſo 
it is utterly uncapable of being one; 
much leſs can we ſuppoſe it to be that 
General Adequate Meaſure of all our 
Actions, which our Saviour has recom- 
mended to us in the Words of the Text. 
He who has told us in the former part 
of his Diſcourſe, that we muſt not De- 
ſire what we fought not to Do (Chap. 
5. v. 28.) does not here permit us to 
Do what we ought not to Deſire. He 
that was pleas'd to ſet Limits to his 
own Will (which was Pure and Uncor- 
rupt ) in Subjection to his heavenly Fa- 
ther's, cannot be imagin'd to give a 


boundleſs Latitude to ours, which is 


notoriouſly deprav'd. 

I ſee another Law in my Member: (ſays 
St. Paul) warring — 1 the Lam of my 
Mind, and bringing me into Captivity, to 
the Law of Sin, which is in my Members, 
Rom. VII. 23. Tis agreed by the belt 
Expoſitors, that the Apoſtle in this 
place, under his own Perſon, repre- 
ſeats Mankind in General; — 

the 


20 Chriſtian F quity, 
the deprav'd unregenerate State of hn- 
man Nature, and ſignifying by theſe 
Words, that the original Corruption 
of it has vitiated the Appetites ; thoſe 
have debauch'd the Will; that rebels 
againſt the Underſtanding, uſurps its 
Authority, ſetts up its own Dictates for 
Laws, and brings the Man of Sin into 
Subjection to them. Such a Will there. 
fore cannot be intended by our Savi- 
our, no more than it is allow'd by his 
Apoſtle, as the Standard of our Actions; 
nay, we ſee he will not give it the 
Name, much leſs the Office of a human 
Will; which he ſuppoſes to act in Con- 
formity with our Underſtanding, in 
Sub jection to the Divine Law, and con- 
ſequently in Oppoſition to our ſenſual 
Appetites. Let vs take the Sum of his 
Argument in his own Words, as we 
have them in the foregoing part of the 
fame Chapter. The Law, ſays he, is ho- 
ly, and the Commandment holy, and juſt, 
and good. If then I do that which I would 
not; that is, (as he explains himſelf in 
the foregoing Verſe, that which J allow 
not) I conſent unto the Lam, that it is 
good : I delight in the Law of God; with 
the Mind I wy ſelf ſerve it. And 9 
ore 


Chriſtian Egaity, 21 
fore to will is preſent with me; yet the 
Good that 1 would, J do not; but the 
Evil which I would net, that J do. 

'Tis plain from theſe Words, that 
the Will, which is, or ought to be pre- 
ſent with every Man, when he is to 
deliberate upon his Actions, mult be a 
Regular Rational Will, which is under 
the Influence and Directions of an Un- 
derſtanding rightly appris'd of his Du- 


15 and entirely conſenting to God's 
aus. 

2K Our Will, therefore, Cas has been 
a ſoffciently prov'd) muſt extend only 
to ſuch things as are lawful, but not 


to every thing that is ſo. He that 
will give himſelf the Liberty of deſiring, 
and conſequently of doing all that the 
is Law allows, will be apt to wiſh there 
ce were ſome things which it did not 
diſallow. God only knows where his 
Deſires will end. To be ſure, if he 
does not break the Law, he will ſtretch 
t to the utmoſt : he will make uſe of 
he Letter, to elude the Intention of 
t; and as he will require of his Neigh- 
our all which that permits, ſo he will 
low him nothing but what that re- 


quires. 
Al 
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22 Chriftian Equity. 

All things ( fays St. Paul) are Lamſul, 
but all things are not Expediem, 1 Cor. 
VI. 12. That is, (to apply this Rule to 
our preſent purpoſe ) Every thing that 
may be Lawfully Done or Deſir'd at 
ſome Times, or in ſome Caſes, cannot 
Reaſonably be Expected in others. We 
muſt have a juſt Regard to the ſeveral 
Circumſtances and Conditions wherein 
Our Selves and Other Men are plac'd; 
then we are to Turn the Tables, and 
conſider what They in Our Caſe, or We 
in theirs, could fairly and Equitably a8 
or grant. 

Caſes of this Nature are infinite; 
and as it would be impoſſible for an 
Laws of Human Invention to reach 
them. ſo was it altogether needleſs for 
our Divine Law-giver to have beet 
very exact and particular in the Deter- 
mination of them; ſince this One Pre- 
cept of his, fairly and equally apply'd 
by any Man that has the Uſe of his 
Reaſon, as well as of his Will, ma 
eaſily extend to them all. 


th 
he 
fol 


He that will but lay his Hand to 
his own Breaſt, and will honeſtly and 
impartially ask and anſwer himlel; 
whether in the Caſe which is none 

Rn 1 


Chriftian Equity. 23 
| fore bim, he would be willing that 
ſuch or ſuch a thing ſhould be Done to 
bin, or Defia'd of him, if be were in 
| the ſame Circymſtance with the Perſon 
t be has to deal with; fuch a one wauld 
t ſoon be able, without further Enquiry 
|| to fix the Limits of what is Juſt and 
1 Equitable. He would quickly diſcover, 
that what may be Fit for one Man to 
Deſire, would not be Reaſonable for an- 
other to Ask, who is not in the ſame 


Defire nothing but what is fit to be 
Done, fa he will find himſelf obliged 
ln Cafes. therefore of tence, 
where we have no Poti ve Law of God 
or Man to determine us, there we may 
bea Law to Our Selves; our own Thong ht 
acenſing, or elſe excuſmg one another. Rom, 
II. 15. And tha' there may be ſome 
Inſtances, wherein the laſt Appeal lies 
to our Reaſon; yet there are many, in 
which, it need go no further than our 
Wil: That may be the Judge as well 
toll as the Witnefs of our Actions; and 
there is no doubt but its Judgment 
will be conformable to our Reaſon, pro- 
vided it be but Uniform to It Self; that 
: 18, 
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Condition; and conſequently, as he will 


24 Chriſtian Equity. 
is, provided we be ſincere, and conſiſtent 
with our ſelves: equally diſpos'd in 
our ſelves to have the ſame Deſires 
upon the ſame Occaſions (tho' at dif- 
ferent Times) and equally inclin'd to 
gratifie thoſe Deſires in any other per- 
ſon who is in theaſame Circumſtances. 
1. And firſt, in Caſes relating to 
our ſelves; it is neceſſary that our Will 
ſhould be all of a piece, always the 
ſame, wherever the Caſe is ſo: We are 
not to have one Will to day, and an- 
other to morrow, in reſpect of the ſame 
Action equally circumſtantiated.” The 
double-minded Man is unſtable in all his 
Ways, Jam. I. 8. He that is not deter- 
min'd what he ſhould deſire for himſelf, 
will be fadly at a loſs to know 
he ſhould do for another. 1 
2, In Caſes relating to our Neighbour, 
as well as our ſelves, our Will muſt 
be uniform and conſtantly agreeable 
to it ſelf. That which is to be the 
ſtanding Meaſure of our Actions, muſt 
be fix d and unalterable; otherwiſe it 
cannot be true, Divers Weights, and 
divers Meaſures (or, as the Original 
more fully expreſles it, 4 Weight and 
Meaſure, a Meaſure and a Meaſure ) 


AN 


what 


are 


Chriftian Equity. "- F 


a Abomination to the Lord, Prov. 20. 10, 
We muſt not have one Will for our 
Neighbour, and another for Our Selves. 
The Stiles | may be chang'd, that we may 
know whether they are Even; but the 
Weights muſt be - theBal- 
lance cannot be juſt 

To ſpeak a en lainer yet : Our Pre- 
ſent Will i is no ſufficient Warrant for 
our Actions, unleſs it be the very ſame 
with that we have had Before, in Ca- 
ſes we have already try'd; or unleſs we 
are Morally aſſur'd it is the ſame with 
that which we ſhould have in Our Selves, 
or which we have formerly obſerv'd 
and allow'd in Others, in ſuch Caſes as 
we not fall'n within the Compaſs of 
dur own Experience. 

»Tis an eaſie thing to cry in another 
Man's Caſe; His Demands are too high : 
they are ſuch as no reaſonable Man 
would Make or Grant. Tis poſſible 
ve may think ſo now: but the Queſtion 
ſt Is, whether we have always had theſe 
houghts ? Whether Our Selves have 
tot had the ſame tions with our 
eighbour ? Or whether we ſhould not 
od them very Reaſonable, if we Were 
in the ſame Condition? 
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26 Chriſtian Equity. 

The Servant in our Saviour's Para 
ple, whoſe Lord had threatned him wit 
Impriſonment for a vaſt Debt ( no le 
than Ten Thouſand Talents) begs hi 
Patience, and promiſes to pay him all 
"His Lord releaſes him, not only fron 
the Penalty, but the Debt. The ver 
Ame Servant, as ſoon as he has his Li 
berty, finding one of his Fellows that 
ow'd him a Petty Sum, in compariſoſ Vor. 
of that which had juſt now been for 
given him; ſeizes him with Violence 
and demands his Debt in a very inſe 
lent manner, tho' almoſt with the ſam 
Breath he had begg'd his Maſter's, For ro 
-bearance. His Fellow-ſervant deſire 
no more, but cannot obtain ſo mud 
as himſelf had lately ask'd : he drag 
him to Goal, and there he leaves him 
but according to his Demerits, tho? con 
ctrary to his Expectation, he is ſoon ſeal 
after him. *Tis plain, that if this Man 
Will had not chang'd with his Condi 
tion, both Himſelf and his Fellow-ſcr 
vant might have far'd the better: bil 
ſince he would not make the Caſe ht 


Own, which had been ſo but juſt before ith 
*twas very fit his Maſter ſhould retrei * 
> 


Mis Memory, 55 65 1 
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Chriſtian Equity. 77 
A And thus it is with many of us? 
Wwe are all Debtors to one another in 
ſome reſpect: there are Debts of Equi- 
ty, of Mercy, and of Love, which are 
due to all Mankind. But here's the 
Miſery of it; we Exact more than we 
care to Pay: to Will is very preſent with 
Ius in our own Caſe ; but how to Perform 
that Will in another Man's, we find 
or. The Reaſon of this is too evident: 


| 


| 


we ſee our Own and Other Mens Af- 


ceWairs in a different Light, and at diffe- 
ſoWent Views. We are extremely ſenſi- 
cle of all that relates to Our Selves. 
onfroximus ſum egomet mihi Every Man 
res neareſt to Himſelf. The Object is 
ncht hand, and the Caſe is clear with 
ws in our Own Concern: but when 
ire are to judge or act in any thing 
don kat concerns our Neighbour, tho' ne- 
ſealer ſo nearly; the Caſe is Alter'd: we 
lanWrn the wrong End of the Per- 
ndÞpettive : every thing appears both Leſs 
ſelſn it ſelf, and more Remote to us. But 
bout we would not cheat our ſelves with 
e hyalſe Opticks: if we would but. ſee 


fore it our wn, or even with other 


efrelſhlens Eyes; the Mask would ſoon fall 
If, and all the little Arts and Diſ- 
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18 Chriſtian Equity. 
guiſes Men have fo fubtilly invented I % 
to colour over their Partiality, or un · I co 
reaſonable Pretenſions, would diſap-17 
pear and vaniſh: we ſhould eaſily diſ- (: 
cover what we Owe to others, by what] 2: 
we E from them; and what Al- + 
lowances are fit to be given or taken ſp 
on either fide. In a Word, perfety ly 
Equity would reign among Men, if all ſt: 
were but as ſtrict in obſerving Active 
Charity, as they are in ExaQing that 
which is Paſhve. 
III. Having thus far confi ger'd the 
Nature, Extent and Meaſures of this 
Important Duty; 1 12 in the next 
ce proceed to the Confirmation 

It, Which our Saviour is pleaſed to ſub- 
joyn in the ſame Verſe with my Text: 
For this i the Law and the 9 

And it might be very ealte to 

that the Rule he has here laid dow! 
is the Sum not only of all he had {ai 
before, with relation to the Duries0 
the Second Table; but of all the Ex 
poſitions of it that are to be fount 
in the Law and the Prophets: that it 
| exactly agreeable with that Compei 
dious Abſtract of them All, which! 
| Ser by Moſes, Levit. 19. 18. 


Chriſtian Equt y. 
dl love thy Neighbour as thy Self : and 
- | conſequeatly, that it is one of thoſe 
Tuo Great Commandments, on which 
. (as our Saviour has told us, Marth. 
xl 22. 29.) hang all the Law and the Pro- 
lers; that is, in which they all Con- 
en ſpire and Agree : that the Law plain- 
Q 
all 
de 
1a 


ly taught, and the Saints under it con- 
ſtantly praiſed the Duty which is 
here required; as might be prov'd by 
ſeveral Inſtances in the Holy Scrip- 
tares, and particularly from the 
of Job, the Pſalms, and the Proverbs. 
But as theſe Words of our Saviour's 
ſeem to have been principally intended 
by way of Appeal to the Law, and to 
ub the Teſtimony, from the Corrupt Inter- 
pretations of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
who taught for Doctrines the Command- 
ments of Men; and from the obſtinate 
Perverſeneſs of that untoward Gene- 
ration, who were too apt to reject a 
Doctrine ſo diſagreeable to their Tem- 
per, and ſo contrary to the Traditi- 
ons they had receiv'd, under the Pre- 
tence of Novelty: So in a: Chriſtian 
Allembly, it may be ſuperfluous to in- 
iſt upon the Antiquity and Authority 
ef it: fince 1 doubt not but every one 
B 3 among 
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30 Chriſtian Equity. 
among us is ſufficiently convinc'd, that 
a Greater than Moſes or Solomon is here; 
that the Commandment he has given 
us in the Text, is the ſame with that 
which we have heard from the Beginning: 
that it is the End, the Scope, the Ful- 
filling of the Law, as we are frequent- 
iy aſlur'd by him who was the beſt 
Expoſitor of it: that we are encompaſsd 
with a Cloud of Witneſſes ;, and are built 
- the Foundation of the Law, the Pro- 

phat and Apoſtles ; Jeſus Chrift himſelf 
being the Head Corner- ſtone. | 
I ſhall therefore diſmiſs this Argu- 
ment, and proceed to the laſh Part of 
my Diſeourſe, viz. Yo ES 
IV. The Influence which this Rule 
ought to have in the Management of 
our Life and Converſation : which [ 
ſhall endeavour to ſhew, by applying 
it to ſuch Familiar Inftances as are moſt 
material and obvious in our daily Pra- 
ctice. | 

Men are eaſie enough to Conſent to 
a General Rule (ſuch as this in the 
Text) before they come to the Appli- 
cation of it. Every one will tell us, 
they could wiſh it were practis'd by 
all Mankind: ut very Few will 1 
ads" N their 


| Chriſtian Equity. JT 
t their Own Caſe to be concern'd in it. 
They look upon our Saviour's Com? 
mand (as St. James obſerves, Chap. J. 
123, 24) Like a Man bebolding his Natural 
Face in 4 Glaſs : He ſees bimſelſ, and goes his 
way, and ſlrairway forgetteth what manner 
- of Man he was. But whoſo looketh into this 
perfect Law of Liberty as he ought, that 
is, ſtedfaſtly and attemively, as he that 
i muſt judge, and ſhall be Judged by it; 
he will not be 4 forgerful Hearer, but 
will find” himſelf” as much oblig'd in E- 
quity to Continue 1a it, as he was in 
Reaſon to Conſent to it, He that will 
9 gh and rightly lay it to his 
Heart, will find There, as plainly as 
in any Text of his Bible, or any Ac 
of the Statute-Book, what and how 
much he owes to all Mankind, if he 
does but meafure his Duty by his Ex- 
pectations. 
1. In Matters of Conver/ation ; the 
Mode Man, in Conformity to this Rule, 
1 and his own Reaſon, aſlumes no more 


allow to Others. He is not tenacious 
7 of his own Humour or Opinion, when 
ir Croſſes another Man's: he conſiders, 
i that if Others differ from him in Either; 


B4. He 


to Himſelf, than he would willingly 
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3> Chriſtian Fquity. 
He differs as much from Them, that 
no Man loves to be controuFd or con- 
tradicted; that there would be no End 
of Contention, if neither ſide ſhould 
ive way; that the Weakeſt is general- 
y the moſt Obſtinate; and conſequent- pri 
ly that it will be more for his own Eaſe, x= 
as well as for the Credit of his Cauſe, I ,; 
to abate of that Stiffneſs which he ob- as 
ſerves in his Adverſary. He is ſenſible Ut 
that moſt Diſputes are occaſion'd and I Mr 
fomented by Pride and Self-Conceit. I ort 
Men are apt to call that Common I on 
Reaſon, which is their Preſent Opinion, I the 
how ſingular foever; and to call that I Fat 
Common  Civility which they would the 
appropriate to Themſelves. But as he I 29; 
allows All Men to have Equal Preten · ¶ me 
ſions with Himſelf to what is Common; on 
ſo he will not pretend to Claim more I Ne 
than comes to his Share. He looks up- hin 
on Courteſie and Reſpect, as a Mutual If ler 
Debt, which in ſome Degree or other I kin 
js due to all Mankind: he that Demands I fo 
Leaſt, finds Samewhat of this kind I to 
which he Expe&s; and is therefore 28! 
bound in Intereſt as well as Equity, to Emo 
Pay as much at leaſt, as is Expected from I Pri 
bim. | In 


chriſtlan Equity. 33 

In Matters of: Commerce and Coutratts,. 
the Honeſt Man will make this the 
Meaſure of all his Dealings : he will 
Buy and Sell, he will Bargain and Ex-- 
change by it. He will neither Ask nor 
Bid oat of the way. He does not ap- 
prove of that Huckſtering Maxim, That 
Every thing is worth as much as it wilt 
bring; bud values it only at fo much 
as it will fairly yield amongſt Men of 
Underſtanding , that trade for their 
Mutual Convenience, and allow each 


other that moderate Proportion of Gain, 


which they call a Living Price, in all- 
they deal for. He will not Pretend: 
Faults when he is to Buy, nor Conceat: 
them when he Sells: nor will he at 
againſt the Dictates of his own judg- 
ment and Conſcience, by Impoſing up- 
on another Man's Unskiltulneſs, or the 
Neceſſity he may be under to deal with 
him. He conſiders in ſuch a Caſe, that 
lznorance, as well as Neceſſity, is a 
kind of Unwillingneſs. Every Man is: 
ſo far Willing, as he may be preſum'd: 
to be Knowing or Able. And therefote 
2s Himſelf would be Unwilling to give 
more, or take leſs than the Market - 
Price for any thing he knows how to: 
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value, and is not Obligd to Buy or th. 
Sell z ſo he will ſcorn to take any ſuch I 51; 
Toor Advantages upon one that lies 
at his Mercy, or ſtands to his Courte- I do 
fie on either of-theſe Accounts. hc 
In Matters of: Traſt and Fidelity; the I nc 
Juſt Man will. confider, That the Per. 
fon who has committed any thing. to 
bis Charge, whether it be his Life, his F 
Fortunes, his Secret, or whatſcever elſe || ,, 
is of the Greateſt or Leaſt, Concern: | has 
ment to him, has made him his Deb- 2 
tor for the Diſcharge of that Truſt, 
fa long as it remains with him. He I tha 
would commune thus with his own 
Heart: This Perſon has already done 
by Me as he would. by Himſelf: he hat 
repos'd in Me a Confidence equal to 
that he has in Himſelf: he has Choſen 
Me to this Truſt before Others: I have 
approv'd his Choice by accepting it: 
and as he has put me in his Place; 
ſo 1 muſt ſuppoſe my elf. to be in his F hof 
Circumſtance, during. the Execution of Ip 
tt. Nay, I ſhauld be. Falſe to My ſelf the 
as well as Him in Betraying it. My this 


Honour, my Credit, my Conſcience thar 

ſtand engag d for the Performance of I the 

id: and therefore I have a greater * ty 
: than 
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than He to Loſe. He may feel the 
Damage; but 1 am to ſuffer the Shame- 
and Remorſe that muſt enſue, if I ſhould. 
do otherwiſe by Him or His, than 1 
ſhould be willing that He or any Man «+ 
ſhould do by Me, if the Caſe were 
mine. - | : | 
In Matters of Promiſe and Obligation, 
whether Abſolute: or Conditional; the 
Man of Honour conſiders, - That as He- 
has given his Word, ſo Another has 
Taken it: He expects it ſhould be Re- 
ly'd on; and the Other expects as much, 
that it ſhould 'be Obſerv'd. And there - 


© fore as Himſelf would have the ſame 


Expectations he has now raiſed; ſo he 
wil think himſelf bound to Anſwer; 
them in the ſame Degree. Indeed 
where the Promiſe is Conditional, and. 
by* way of Covenant, it ſeems to be 
founded upon the Rule in my Text; 
namely, on the Mutual Dependance on 
Both ſides, that Each will do on His 
Part, as he deſires to be dealt with on 
the Other's. So that an Obligation of 
this Nature can no more be Diſſolv'd, 
than it could be contracted, without 
the Conſent of Both Parties: And as 
Twas made for the Mutual Conveni-+ 
: ENCG: +« 
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ence of Both; ſo it cannot (without 


manifeſt Injoſtice ) be broken for the 


{ſeparate Intereſt of Either. 


he Rale is of the ſame Force be- 


tween Princes and States, as between. 


Private Perſons :- the Former have their 
Equals as well as their Subjects, and 


are Themſelves equally ſubject to the 


kaws of God, and of Nations; how- 
ever Abſolute and _— they may 
de at home, in affecting a 


may gain their Point for the preſent, 


by the Breach of Solemn EdiQs, or the 
Violation of Publick Faith: yet there: 


Hes an Appeal againſt them, if not in 
their own Coins, or in the Open Field; 


yet in their own Breaſts, and at the 


Grand Tribunal. 

The Fuft Prince therefore is a Reli 
gious Obferver both of his Freaties and 
tis Laws: he will not ſeek to Extend 
his Territories or his Prerogative be- 
yond. thoſe Juſt Bounds, which the 
Conſent of Nations, and the Conſti- 
tutions of bis own Realms have al- 
ready preſcribed; He is ſenſible that 
tis as much his own Intereſt as theirs 


ae Governs, that what has been eſta- 
b N dliſnd 


Superiority 
over their own Eaws. And tho they 
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- | blif'd for their Mutual Security, ſhould: 
be carefully maintain'd by Both. He 
conſiders, that his Subjects are Men, 
and that Himſelf is no more; that as 
ſuch, he is a Fellow-Subje& with all 
Mankind, to the Great King of Kings, 
by whom he Reigns, for whom he Go. 
verns, and whom he ought to Repreſenz 
in Juſtice and Mercy, as well as in Pow - 
er and Authority, . 
By po ſame _ of b the 
o Subject pays that egard 
nich the * God and Fam: " 
quire, to all who are ſet over him 
whether it be to the King, or Queen, as 
Supreme, or to thoſe who: are their 
Vicegerents, as they are God's. He 
conſiders, that the Magiſtrate haldeth- 
the Sword in vain, if thoſe who ſhould 
be reſtrain'd} or puniſffd by it, ſhould. _ 
ever have. Power, as they too often 
watch Opportunity, to wrelt it out 'of | 
his Hand. He is ſenſible, that his 
Own and the Common Safety and Re- 
poſe are involv'd in that of a Wiſe and 
uſt Prince/; whom therefore he is re- 
 folv'd to Aﬀift to the utmoſt of his 
Power, both in the Execution of his. 
Authority, the Maintenance of his Pre- 
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regative, the Defence of his Per ſon, 
and the Sapport of his Government. 
And as. often as the Publick Occaſions 
(which he looks on as his Own) re- 
quire him to Pay that Juſt Proportion 
of Tribute which falls to his Share; 
he is ſo far from Refuſing it, or Mur- 
muring at it, that he will · not uſe any 
indirect Means to With- hold or Leſ- 


ſen it: but gives Tribute to whom Tri-, 


bate is due, with the ſame Readineſs 
that he receives what is due to Him- 
ſelf; and acknowledges that the Sove- 
reign has the ſame Right to the One 
for the Publick Ser vice, as the Subject 
has. to the Other for his own Private 
Uſe. He moves quietly within his own 
Sphere; and does not take upon him, in 
his Private Capacity, to Cenſure, much 
leſs to Regulate the Adminiſtration of: 
State- Affairs. He does not hold him- 
ſelf to be a Competent Judge of them, 
becauſe he has no Share in them; and: 
conſequently cannot ſee from his Lower 
Orb the Secret Springs and iMetions: 
whereby they are guided. He-there- 


fore will not cry, with *every Male- 


content, That if he were at the Helm, 
Matters ſhould be otherwiſe RI 5 
. | ut 
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but concludes, that thoſe Above him 
ſee farther than He, by the Advantage 
of their Poſt ; and that if He were 
in. Their: Place, He ſhould ſee no far- 
ther than They. And-- therefore he 
thinks it altogether as Unfit that their 
Conduct ſhould be tax'd by him, as 
his own by thoſe Beneath him. He 
will not upon any Account be drawn 
into any Faction or Party. He is ſen- 
ſible that the very Name. of Party im- 


plies Diviſion and Partiality, and na- q | 


turally leads Men to Think and Ac 
contrary to one another; and- con- 
ſequently to deal: otherwiſe by thoſe 
that Differ from them, than they would 
by themſelves, or. thoſe of their -own 
StamP. | 

The ſame Good Subject, upon the 
ſame Principle, holds himſelf obliga 
to live peaceably and quietly with 
thoſe about bim. He conſiders that 
the Laws he lives under,- were made 
for the Publick Safety and Tranquili- 
ty, and that every one has an equal 
Right with Himſelf to the Benefit and 
protection of them. He knows no o- 
ther End of Laws but Thefe : and 
therefore as he will not incur the Pe- 


nal- : 
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nalties of them, by invading another 
Man's Property; ſo he will not fruſtrate 
their Intentions by Diſturbing any one 
in the quiet Enjoyment of it, under any 
Pretence- or Colour of Law whatſoever. 
He therefore avoids- all Frivolous and: 
Vexatious Suits ; and 1s altogether as 
unwilling to be Plaintiff, as Defendant 
upon ſuch Accounts. He is ſenſible 
that there are a great many Acts of 
Poſitive - Juſtice, which the Laws of 
Man cannot exact, and which this Di- 
vine Precept does abſolutely require: 
ſuch as the Aſſiſting his Neighbour in 
the Defence of his Perſon, the Preſer- 
vation or Recovery of his Juſt Right, 
or of that which may. be yet dearer to 
him, his Reputation :. and therefore he 
is ready upon all Occaſions to Protect 
and Vindicate him in any of theſe, with 
the ſame real Concern he has either, 
found in Himſelf, or obſerv'd in Others 
upon the like Occaſion. 3 

In Matters of Religion, the Good Chri- 
uw will take the ſame Meaſures, at 

aſt, with the Good Subject. 

1. In regard of his Superiours; whom 
he honours es bis Spiritual Parents, as 
thoſe who have. begotten him in 2 
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who watch for his Soul, who. ſow unto 
him Spiritual Things, and have the ſame 
Divine and Human Right with the Ct- 
vil Magiſtrate z to Reap his Carnal Things. 
Theſe therefore he eſteems for their 
Works ſake, and for his Own contributes 
freely what he Owes to their Mainte- 
nance. He thigks himſelf under the 
deepeſt Engagements of Juſtice and 
Gratitude, to do for them what they 
can fairly demand, and may reaſonably 
Expect; ſince in the Diſcharge of their 
Holy Function, they continually do for 
him, what he ought moſt earneſtly to 
Deſire, and even More than he is Able 
to do for Himſelf. | | 

He concludes from the ſame Royal 
Law of Equity, That he is doubly oblig'd, 
both as a Good Subject, and a Good Chri- 
ſtian, to Submit himſelf to every Ordi- 
nance of Man, which is eſtablifh'd for 
the Decent Uniformity of Publick Wor- 
ſhip : that *tis the part of a Conſcience 
truly tender, to be equally - cautious 
of Giving or Taking Offence in Mat- 
ters which in themſelves are of an In- 
different Nature: and conſequently , 
that where they Ceaſe to be ſo, by 
deing Lawfully enjoyn'd , *ris' more 

Equi- 


42 Chriſtian Equity. 

Equitable; 'as well as Expedient, for 
Peace and Order's ſake, that every Man's 
Private Scruples ſhould give way to the 
Publick Authority, than that he ſhould 
Inſiſt upon Compliance from It, in 
fuch Points where Himfett ts not wil- 
no, to Pay any. 

Whatever he finds by this Ex- 
AY Rule to be due to his Fellow- 
Subject, that, and much more, will he 
pay to his Fellow-Chriſtians:- who by Vir- 
tue of this Relation, have the Higheſf 
Title to- his Affections; as being that 
Howſhold of Faith, that Spirit; tal Brother- 
hood, that A flical Body, whereof him- 
ſelf is a Member, as Chriſt is the Head, 
Theſe therefore he holds in eſpecial 
Dearneſs ; and not only Embraces, but 
Seeks every Opportunity of promoting 
their Temporal or Spiritual Welfare; 
as he would his Own, The greater 
and higher Attainments he has made 
in the Senſe of his own Eternal Inter- 
eſt, the more ſenſible he grows of that 

Joſt Regard he owes'to Theirs. He is 
Bü f, that the Great End of Reli⸗ 
gion, is to make all its Profeſſors not 
only as Wiſe, but as Happy as tis poſ- 
ne and that the Faith which wor le by 

Love, 
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Love, is preferable to the Knowledge of 
all Myſteries, He could wiſh indeed, 
with St. Paul, That All were even as 
Himſelf in Matters of Doctrine: but 
will not. forfeit his Charity in the De- 
fence of his Faith; much leſs will he 
vſe any Violent Methods in the Propa- 
gation of it. He therefore is no Mem- 
ber of that Church, which not only 
threatens Perſecution, but denounces 
Damnation to all that are not of its 
own Communion, and is moſt Miſtakea 
ia pretending it Cannot be ſo. He 
does not think himſelf Privileg'd 
from Error: and as he can Forgive 
thoſe he difcoyers in Himſelf; fo he 


will not reckon every Error of Another 


Man's Unpardonable. He finds it is 
not in his own Power to Think, juſt as 
he will, much leſs as Another would 
have him: and Conſequently he holds 
it both Unreaſonable and Uapractica- 
ble to Extort that from Another, which 
he cannot Obtain from Himſelf. 'He 
knows that the Servant of God muſt not 
Strive, but Inſtruft in Patience thoſe that 
Oppoſe Themſelves as well as Him. And 
if, after all his pious Endeavours, he 
cannot Convince or Perſwade them to 


his. 
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his Opinion ; he reſolves to uſe no 
other Force beyond that of his Argu- 
ments ; but will try if he can Recon- 
cile them to it by the Mildneſs of his 
Behaviour, rather than make them, by 
any III Uſage, Hate, on his Account, 
what he would have them Love and 
Embrace, upon the ſame Grounds that 
he does ſo Himſelf. 

And. now one might reaſonably Ex- 
peR, that a Man ſo Uniform in all his 
Actions, ſo Innocent, ſo Inoffenfive, ſo 
Univerſally Juſt and Beneficent, ſhould 
find the ame Treatment from all Man- 
Kind, which every Man may he ſure to 
have from Him; that All who know 


his Character, ſhould be his Friends; 


at leaſt, that None ſhould be his Ene- 
my. But ſince Offences will come, and 
he that Praftiſes this Divine Rule, is 
no more exempt than he was that Taught 
it, from the Envy, the Injuſtice, the 
Malice of ſuch who may Traduce, Op- 
preſs, or Perſecute him; if for no 0- 
ther Reaſons, yet even for Righteouſneſs 
. he ſubmits to the Fate, and fol- 
lows the Example of his Great Maſter; 
and is ſo far from Returning any In- 
jury he receives, that he will not . 

| 8 much 


Leve towards an Enemy in the Sight 
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much as Reſent it after an Uncharita- 
ble Manner, Nay, he makes the very 
Senſe he has of it, how Aggravating 
foever, to be an Argument againſt his 
Revenge. For if ir be an Injury that 
touches him to the Quick; his Heart 
( which knows his own Bitterneſs ) will 
eaſily convince him of his Duty. He 
finds and feels There, that the Wrong 


he has ſuſtain'd, is that which he is 


very Unwilling ſhould be done to Him ; 
and Conſequently that which he ought 
not to do to Another, But he does 
not ſtop at this Negative Part of his 
Duty : for he finds himſelf oblig'd, in 
the Expreſs Words of this Heavenly 
Precept, to more than Paſſive Charity; 
even to that Heroick Pitch of true 
Chriſtian Vertne, which none ever re- 
quir'd, but that Divine Lawgiver, who 
has commanded him not only to for- 
ive the Injury, but to Love him that 
Joes it; and to manifeſt this Love, by 
Doing to All Men (even his Ene- 
mies) not whatſoever they Have done, 
but whatſoever he Would they ſhould 
do to Him. He that can go thus far, 
as to demonſtrate the Sincerity of his 
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of Man, will find it no difficult Mat- 
ter to approve it in the Eye of God, 
both by his hearty Wiſhes, and earneſt 
Prayers for all that deſpitefully uſe 
im, and perſecute him. He is not 
willing to Omit-any Good Offices to- 
wards thoſe that have treated him Ill, 
becavſe he is not Proud enough to Re- 
jet any they can do him, when they 
ſhall come to a better Temper. He 
knows that even they that are fo 
Havghty as to diſdain all Other Of- 
fers of Kindneſs that he can make 
them, will no more Refuſe, than they 
can Hinder Theſe: they will allow, 
that no Man's Prayers can do them 
any Harm ; but His, he hopes, may do 
them Good: and therefore God for- 
bid he ſhould ſin againſt the Lord and 
bis own Soul, by ceaſing to Pray for them. 
At leaſt he has. this comfortable Aſ- 
ſurance, that, if through their. own 
Obſtinacy, he cannot prevail with God 
for their Forgiveneſs; his Prayers are 
not loſt: they will obtain for him all 
that Good which he deſires for Others; 
and as certainly as they come from his 
Heart, they ſhall return Seven-fold into 


his own Boſom, 95 
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It would be very: Eaſie, but almoſt 
Endleſs, to purſue the Application of 
this Univerſal Rule, to all the ſeveral 
Actions and Concernments of Life, to 
which it might be fairly extended. It 
may ſuffice for the preſent, to have 
ſhewn in thoſe Inſtances I have cho- 
ſen, that the Practice of it is both E- 
quitable and Neceſſary to all that ex- 
pect any Benefit from it, in the Rela- 
tions I have already mention'd, either 
as Men, as Magiſtrates, as Subjects, or 


as Chriſtians. I ſhall only add, That 


in this Laſt Reſpect, it is no leſs the 
Intereſt than the Duty of all that are 
call'd by that Holy Name, that they 
ſhould pay a Conſtant, Sincere, Uni- 
verſal Obedience to this Great Com- 
mand of our Saviour's, which is the 
fulfilling not only of the Law and the 
Prophets, but of the Goſpel too. This 
He has given us as the Grand Sum- 


mary of his Doctrine, and the Badge 


of our Profeſſion ; as the Means of our 
Happineſs Here, and the Condition of 
it Hereafter. By this fhall all Men 
know that we are his Diſciples : By 
this we are aſſur'd that he will acknow- 


ledge us for ſuch, who has already 


done 
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Jane for us all that — Selees can 
Deſire, « much more than we could De. 
or Expect; and bas declare, 
That de wil 80 by us even as we 
+ - have done by one another; when he 
ſhall come in the Glory of his Father, 
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